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• Incentivize forward-thinking water infrastructure planning
• Protect and conserve water resources
• Improve water quality and system performance
• Strengthen financial sustainability of public water systems
• Support long-term water affordability
• Provide planning support to small and disadvantaged 

communities with the greatest need

WIPP Purpose
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Water Infrastructure Planning Program 

• First-year funding: $5 million

• Maximum Award: $150,000

• Collaborative projects: Up to $250,000
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Eligible Applicants
• Counties and municipalities 

• Local water, sewer, and sanitary districts 

• Regional commissions 

• State and local authorities, boards, and political 
subdivisions created by the General Assembly

WIPP Eligibility
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• Asset management 
• Master planning 
• Capital improvement planning
• Water and wastewater rate studies
• Security risk assessments, including cybersecurity 
• Resiliency, drought, and emergency response planning
• Water supply, conservation, and efficiency planning
• Infrastructure financing and funding preparation
• System consolidation and regionalization studies
• Energy efficiency audits

WIPP Eligible Project Types
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• Preparation for a WaterFirst designation application
• Watershed management plans meeting U.S. EPA’s 

Nine Elements of Watershed Planning
• Source water protection planning
• Stormwater management planning for small 

communities without MS4 permits or where MS4 
requirements are newly applicable

• Infiltration and inflow studies
• Water loss program development for public water 

systems serving populations less than 3,300
• Septic tank and septage studies and planning

WIPP Eligible Project Types
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• Activities involving ground disturbance, including 
construction and potholing

• Engineering design, including preparation of design 
plans and specifications

• Costs related to in-house staff time (eligible for 
community match)

• Operations and maintenance costs
• Costs incurred prior to application

WIPP Ineligible Expenses
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• 10 percent match required (in-kind allowed)
• Communities prioritized by affordability score 
• Maximum of two project types per award
• Project completion required within two years
• A water system may only receive funds once for 

each eligible project type
• GEFA requires qualifications-based selection (QBS) 

for projects more than $100,000

WIPP Requirements
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• Median household income
• Unemployment percentage
• Percentage not in labor force 
• Percentage on Social Security
• Percentage with Supplemental Security Income 
• Percentage on cash public assistance 
• Percentage with SNAP
• Percentage of all people below poverty level
• Age dependency ratio
• Population trend
• Size of community
• Number of service connections

Affordability Scoring Criteria
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Steps in the Process
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Applications Open!

Application Deadline: August 31 
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Website and Application Walkthrough
Water Infrastructure Planning Program | Georgia Environmental Finance Authority

Water Infrastructure Planning Program 
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Jasmine Patel 

jpatel@gefa.ga.gov

470-606-1393

Contact Information 

Judy Adler

jadler@gefa.ga.gov

470-259-9990


